S _q The aim of this study was to assess the practicality of treating patients with various stages of breast cancer by means of regional (intra-arterial) . Tlhree groups of patiets received a median of four (range 2-4) cyces More recently a transfemoral arterial approach has been used to access the catheter with the aid of our collagues in the Department of Radiology, and the drug infusion given on the same day (Figure 1) . If the aim is to treat the whole chest wall then the catheter is plaed within the subclavian artery, but if a more locaised approach to the breast is required then the catheter can be specifically plced in the origin of the internal thoracic or lateral thoracic arteries.
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Morbidity
The side-effects observed may be classified as systemic (those to be expected after chemotherapy) and regional (arm) side- effects. This morbidity is summarised in Table IV . Before a sphygmomanometer cuff was introduced some patients experienced paraesthesia affecting the fingers which was occasionally associated with causalgia. This has subsequently resolved in most patients. Such problems have been encountered significantly less often with the use of a brachial tourniquet. Fifty five per cent of patients suffered significant symptoms before the introduction of a tourniquet compared with only 9% of patients in whom a tourniquet was used (P = 0.0067) (Figure 2 (Figure 3 ). Drug streaming occasionally resulted in a chemical dermatitis affecting a small area of skin with erythema and pruritus, which is likely to be due to linear flow in the main artery resulting in very high levels of drug passing into small cutaneous vessels. This responded to topical Caladryl lotion (Warner-Lambert Health Care, Eastleigh. Hampshire, UK). Eleven patients in all (three in group 2 and eight in group 3) had to have their treatment delayed because of haematological side-effects (11 patients with neutropenia, three with concomitant thrombocytopenia), however all patients recovered and completed the course of chemotherapy.
D6uson
The blood supply of the breast is derived from the internal thoracic (mammary) artery and the lateral thoracic arteries. (Mansi et al., 1989) and other groups (Zylberberg et al., 1982; Loprinzi et al., 1984) . Intra-arterial chemotherapy has been used for advanced breast cancer in a few studies by
